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Redunce the pusengcr rates, too.

—  ——
Farwell has declared agalnst Blaine.

- - -

The state should have a good militia
law. )

Fotheringham's case goes 10 the
March term

The longshoremen's sirike in New
York ia still on.

Ex-Gov. Bate ia the new senator
from Tennessee.

— - D ——

Sples and Miss Van Zlndl hns been
married by proxy.

_ Another boedler sentenced in New
York. This time it is Mr. O’Neil.

The decrease of the public debt for
the month of January is $9,750,000.

The charter of the Missouri Central
requires it to begin work during this
month.

Supposs the legisiature looks into the
Pacific Express rates a little, too. They

are exorbitant.

Mr. Manning's health will necessl-
tate his giving up the position of sec-
retary of the wauury.

The president,last Mondly. approved
the sct granting pensions to the soldiers
and sailors of the Mexican war.

David Turpie was elected United
Btates senstor from Indiana, last Wed-
peaday. The vote stood, Turpie, 76;
Harrison, 74.

The weather hss been very cold in
the northwest and north this week, the
mercury falling in several places to 30
degrees below zero,

Pendleton is rmllad from Berlin by
the president, and it is said that it is
done In order to induce him to accept
Mr. Manning’s portlolio.

The state supreme court has decided
a “tax-paying citizen," so far as the
signing ot dram-shop petitious is con-
oerned, to be sither man or womsn.

The whole aunnal flah catch of New
England vessels is worth but $4,590,-
000, and less than one-third ol this
comes from waters that are in dispate.

In the state senate Mr. Sebree's bill
has passed, shifting upon raiiroads the
durden of proof in damage cases re-
sulting from the killing of cattle or
stock,

Hurrah for Texas and old man
Raagan! The legislature has elected
him senator, The bath tab aud the
interatate commerce bill are beth vin-
dicated.

Mr. Hicklin voted against submlis-
sion. He is right. Now if he will
vote for the Wood local option bill he
will have a good democratic record on

RAILROAD LEGISLATION — WHAT

us some good, strong railroad legisla-

ing the duty of the present legislature

this sentiment is entertained by mnpety

SHALL IT BE?

“['lic general assembly should give
tion. ™
Probably not auother remark regard-

1s 50 often heard as this.
There 1s hardly room for doubt that

per cent. of the eitizens of the state
who have thought of the matter at all;
and, despite the hypercritical rant of &
dyspectic newspaper or two, it is very
evident that the members of the legis-
lature are earuestly desirous of giving
to the state the very best laws that they
can devise upon the sabject.

Still, there are difficulties in the
way. To determine that legislation in
necessary is not a suggestion of what
the legialation should be.

in many sessions of our legislature
there are 0 many jealousies between
the senate and the house, and between
the suthors of bills, that it becomes
impossible to reconcile conflicting
views until adjournment comes to guiet
contentions by killing all the proposed
measures. Foriunately the members
of the present general assembly come
to their daties impressed with the fact
that the people demand at their hands
the very best attainable results. The
committees of both the senate and
house have been well chosen, and
while some of the members are authors
of bills none of them appears to be 80
tenacious of his views as to make of
them & sine qua non to sny action.
As & result,the two committees and the
individual members, with probably
one or two exceptions, are co-opera-
ting to mature out of the ten or twelve
bills betore them one npon which they
oan all agree. With this object the
joint committee of the two houses wet
in the senate chamber, last Monday
aud Tuesday afternoon and night, to
hear arguments on railroad legislation,
first from the side of the public, and,
second, from that of the railroads.

The discussion and collateral in-
formation reveal the fact that the usnal
divergency of opinions exisis. Not
to speak of detsils there are radioal dif-
ferences which must be reconciled be-
fore anylhing can be concluded; these
appertain to coustitutional require-
ments sud limitations, and may be
summed up:

(1.) The view that the constitution
requires the legislature to fix maximum
rates of charges for passengers aud
freights. And

(2.) The view that the legislature
may delegate this power to the rail-
road commissioners of the state.

The first view is supported by &

XII, of the state constitution whig
says:—*‘The general assembly shaili
laws to correct abuses and, Y

that question.

Nearly all the legislation at Jeffe
City proposes to put the oue @&
man on an eguality with,
oar load man. There is &
underlylng this w hichs
of billowem pv T BGcIal
Prickly Ash B‘l
debllity, — A
Doy, attributed to ex- -Governor
Hoadly, of Olio, that he is moving o
New York in order to further his po-
liticsl ambition. Well, why not? He
is & bright fellow, and New York ap-
preciates that kind of men much more
than does Ohio. Vide, our sweet little
Sanset.

ng or

The suprema court has granted a stay
ol execation until April 1, in the cases
of Maxwell and the Chinese Highbind-
ers, the latter df which would other-
wise have been hanged last Monday.
The stays were granted tor the purpose
of allowing the court to pass upon
the cases.

Gen. Wheeler has offered a bill in
the honse to appropriate $100,000 to
bore s hole in the ground, say three
miles deep. He thinks valuable scien-
tific discoveries would result,far great-
er ones than in Arctic research. As
the pole can’t be reached he wants Lo
feel down for the center of the earth.

A panic was caused on the Paris
bourse, Tuesday, by an article in the
Berlin Post, headed, *“On the Edge of
the Kpife,” and describing General
Boulanger as the master of the situa-
tion in France, and as beiug unable to
lead the people back to Lhe paths of
peace, etc. During the continuance of
the panic stocks were eagerly pressed
for nle, but torlunately before the day
s and con-

1

fof Augost

' mﬂl!onuire banker of New
York (,Itv and agent of the. Roths-
chilus in America, shot and Kkilled
bimself early last Mouday wmorning at
his father’s residence in that city. He
had just returned bome from a dining,
accompanied by & nightwatchman,

f

influence of liguor, and while in the
basement preparing to do some target
shooting before retiring, either acel-

through the braio with a pistol.

- —
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ia fnmiabed bv the roads tnewm:elves,
Missonri, from and to othar states, at
lesa than this rate. If they can

vide the men and money to protec

peace, satety and securily of civiliza
tiou and government.

In the state senate, last
anti-prohibitionists’

ferant sections of the siate, many o

more than five time

houses for submission during the ses

Belmont belng sowewhat uuder the

dentally or intentionally shot himsell

No rnilmad biil will be complete and
reduce passenger
pads to two cents
pgond class roads to
ess of this charge

which now carry passeugers through

afford to do this they cun aflord to
eurry as cheaply the people who pro-

thelr property, and furnish them the

Tueszday,
remonstrances
agalnst snbmission ponred in from dif-

which contained the unames of over
30,000 legal voters, and the aggregate
- ices presented in the
fenty-three thousand

‘ gmber of petitioners men,
women n.nd children,that bad been pre-
sented in the senate up to that date in
favor of submission, and at least 5,000
in excess of the whole number in both

pnd freight on said raiiroads,
pijorce all such laws by adeguale
penalties.” 1t is argued that under this
clsuse of the constitution the legislatore
mus! itself fix the maximam rates, and
that it cannot delegate the power dele-
gated to it by the organic law. This
iden Is held by two elasses of persons—
those who primarily base their reason-
ing npon the literal words of the con-
stitation ; and those who In reality do
not wish to trust the railroad commis-
sioners to flx the rates.

The second view is entertained by
persons who hold that the intent of the
constitution is to regulate the rates of
freight, aud that if it shall prove Im-
practicable for the general assembly to
enter into the minute details of ached-
ules of freight rates over all the roads
that the courts would sustain the dele-
gation of sufficient power to the rail-
way commission to carry out the resal
object of the conatitutional convention—
that it *“to correct abuses" it Is necess-
ary lo delegate certain powers lo an
officer created for the purpose by the
statute, it would be as mauifest a vio-
Iation of the constitution to neglect to
do’so as it would be Lo neglect obedience
to the subsequent clause in the same
paragraph which commands the pass-
age of laws to establish reasonable
maximum rafes, eto, Further, thess
persons say, the constitution commanda
the general assembly (0 *““pass laws es-
tablishing reasonable maximum rates
of charges,” etc., and they claim, by
passing & law which provides for the
fixiug of rates by the commission, that
the requirement is substantially com-
plied with.

These are the two extreme views.
It iz 2an axiom that all legislation is
compromise, and in this case it seemns,
not only that it mast be 8o to reconcile
differences of opinion a3 to details, but
Lhat it is even more necessary in order
to harmonize the requirements of the
constitution with the necessities of leg-
islation,

Experience has proven that it is ab-
solately impossible for the legislature
to effectively filx maximom rates of
freight. Af thisis doue by & uniform
twiff thronghout the state,the rate that
will be just to a road running through
a sparsely settled country, with little
treight aod few passengers, will be en-
tirely too great for another road where
these couditions are reversed. The
consequence will be that the effort not
to be uofsir to any railroad will result
in & practical removal of restrictions
from those roads which do the largest
business. 1f it is done by making sep-
arate scbhedules of rates for each road

one article be it ever so little has as
much right to be proteoted as the ship-
per ot another be it ever so big,then the
legialatare will involve itself in a laby-

1

which will not only abrogate biennial
sessions but will vequire a continnous
one.
Bat,
t| with this great power.” These sawne
the legislature.
must be trusted.

8| ry power

circumstances u.nd oomhuons.

have ever been any other simMar laws
in this country.
to cite the legislative action of Georgis,
frequently referred to, because the con-
stitution ot that state does not present
the difleulty found in oars.

to be traversed by us.

trusted the regulation of freights en~
tirely to the railway

over the disputed constitutional pro-

strict construction of section 14, article

' to the present condition of the carrying

upon every article, and the shipper of

rinth of details the proper adjustment ot

gentlemen say, “We are not
willing to trust any man or set of men

gentlemen now demand it use by
The fact is, somebody

We are heartily in
accord with the view that discretiona-
should not be delegated
where specific, mnandatory legislation
can preciude it, but in this thing of
regulution of freights experience proves
that it innst he entrusted to some kind

Ir lh\.|
if the men upon it are
but dn'

It is possible to reconcile the com-

The lllinnu
itself modeled

shall, from time to

passengers and
railroads
be seen

the different

this state.” It will

slmost literally. In

laws were more fully ajudicated than

It is net worth while

1llinois,
however, has been all along the ground
o 1871 it en-

commission.
Whether or not this action would fiual-
ly have prevailed in the courts, it is im-
possible to say. Those were more
belligerent days upon the part of rail-
way corporations than are these. Vio-
lent resistance emsned, with litigation

vision,so that in 1878, with amendments
in 1874, the legislature changed the
law, placing in the hands of the com-
mission the power, not to fix maximam
ratea and themselves enforce them, but
preventing by specific provisions ex-
tortionate charges; requiring the com-
miesion to establish rates which shall
be held in the courts to be prima fucic
evidence of reasonableness; providiug
fiues of vot less than $1,000 tor viola-
tions of the law; requiring the com-
mission and attorney general to join in
snits tor 1ts violation ;and providing for
repayment to persons injured ot thrae
times the amount of such dsmages, to-
gether with costs of suit and reasoua-
ble attorney's fees.

This law has stood the test of four-
teen years in lllinols, and is with very
rare exceptions obeyed by the railroads.
Where in cases ot disagreement it haa
been disregarded the differences have
almost uniformly been adjusted by

i The rallway and
commissioners, as they
h that state, in discnssing
¥¥-this law, which is a new
girions experiment in railroad leg-
on, an sttempt is made to adaptl

trade the principle of the common law
that 8 common ecarrier shall charge
ounly reasonable rates for the transpor-
tation of passengers and freights. It
s not an interference with the right ot
a railroad compuany obtsined, through
its charter, to fix its own rates in i
own way. On the contrary, the right
of every railroad common-carrier to
do this, subject to the common law
rnle that the rates it fixes must be
reasonable rates, is distinctly asserted
in the statate. The law simply pro-
vides a new rule by which the question
of the reaszonableuess of any charge
made by a railroad common carrier
may be determined by a jury.”

The Ilutelligencer’'s advice to the
joint committee on iuternal improve-
ments would be to perfect & bill, as
& joint committee, incorporating
In it the principlea above embod-
fed, with speciflc sections against
discriminations, directly or indirectly;
providing for the building of switches
on demand of the shipper and at his
expense; providing for the farnishing
of cars upon demand of the shipper,
and for the operation of cars farnished
by the shipper, under proper regula-
tions and limitations; prohibiting a
rallway company from engaging in suy
other business than that stipulated in

that shenld be incladed In the law as
mandatory provisions, with severe
penalties.
It we were & member of the joiut

its charter; snd for all those things,

LEXINGPON IN' I‘ELJLM"- NC

\h Jn\ (,ould arrived in Nzw Yorl dn“'
nanner of seiecting this board is taulty, | [ on Sum iav lugt after an absenoe of thre
change it;
nufaitiful provide remedies;
not discard fhe ouly practicable systew to & Tribuue reporic
of relief becaunse of political prejadices " through fourteen sintes dince 1 lel
upon the one hand, or of private dis- home. Mr, Clark, who took—Hoxie
appointments upon the other. |

| weeks spent in a Lo
of the southwestern ruilronds,

i
drda
FERTH

flicting opinions above alluded to by | largely for his benetit. Everywhere il
following in the legislative steps of the 1 the west we found coufide
state of Illinois as we did in the adop- perity the role among Lhe buosines
tion of our constitution.
constitation of 1870,
upon that of Pannsylvanis, coutains in
the second division of section 12, arti-
cle XI, these words: —**And the gen-
eral assembly
time, pass laws establishing reasonuble
maximum rates of charges for the
transpertation ol
freight on
in
that our constitntion ot 1875 copies
these words
what was called the ‘‘granger cases’
the lllinois railroad and warehouse

place, has vot been over of th to v 1n Voiusis county, Fls., was very pearly New Orleaas.
lines in Texas and part of p waindsy | burned » tew days ago. by one of bis neigh-
bors !elting fire gel out iu the woods. - E}?d.;
ll%ﬁ proé rogibur- ' Fulton Gazette :—Mr. Max Keller, of Lex- | C. T. Wi
jve,of | ington, Mo.. hus bought Mrs. E. M. Bavg-| #0d Miss MA'

meun.
| approaching & business boofatat t

| west and the talk among all"‘ﬂhui 1 tha

3,540 loads, compared with thé same, .
time last year, and yesterday
moved 416 freight traius
6,422 loads, au increase of 1@ 'tl'llnl,llﬂ
or 2,410 loads, over the sadmifdy last T-
vear. Oar buslness is i

the fact proves better perhaps tham
anything I can say of the hopefal feel-
ing throughout the west. As to the in-
ter-state commeyce bill the people hope
to derive great advautage trom it. 1t
Is a rather curioua fact thal the people
who will be likely to suffer most from
the practical operations of the mesasure
are much more heartily in favor of it
than the people of the east. I know little
about the probable action ol the presi-
dent, bat I should think the chances
about even that the president might
sign or veto it. It would make him
very popalar with some classes if he
should send out a ringing message in
objection to the bill. There will be
some sdvantage derived from the law
if the railroads will live strictly up to
its letter. It will be shown how ulter-
ly inadequate such legislation is. If the
railroad comnpanies will closely follow
tho law, it will be repealed within six
monihs. If they do not, but try to
evade it each fur biwsell, well it will
be somebody to cateh the hindmost.”

———aele
The Post-Disputch of Febraury 2,
had this editorial paragraph:—“It is

committee we should advocate the
course indicated above, and we should
move that the committee meet at every
available moment, and counsider all the

bills before it, first rejecting every

then considering the remainder, a sen-

substitate bill should resunlt that would
be the crystallization of the best thonght
in both houses.

Some may allege, 0, that would ba
a patchwork affair. 'Take the best bill
and pass it.” The chances are that they
have an axe to grind in some one of the

bills.

very well.

which shonld be adopted as a whole;
aud atter the light of the full discussion
of the past week oven the movers there-
ol will agree to the st :temeunt,

If it should become necessarv, even
tars, the people will readily
eomes & solation of the troubles whicl

outraged them.

2

codfish in Canada were to be made in
in Canada iuto one embezzler, ant
and if we conld then extradite him

resented by the touch-hole of & revolu
tionary horse-pistol, onr volce woul
still be for peace.’’

Mr. Gould, but the polnt |
the interstate commerce bill i

Yes,
here:

dominauce in public affairs.

made.

- -

of & hoard which wmay be in constan
session, furnishing

" glon.

that flexibility
whiob i# demanded by ever changing tion,

t| Peonsylyania has so far failed 1

section Inconaistent with this view, and |

tence at & time, adopting the good and |
discarding the bad or indifferent until a |

A patchwork that gives to the |
people the best that there is in all of
the legislation offered will please them |
In our humble jundgment,
and we have read them all earetnlly,
there is not a bill belore the legislatore

The joint commitice has a very im-
portant work to do, and it caunot de-
vote too much ecare and thought to it.

for its members Lo neglect other mai-.
forgive |

themn if out of their deliberations there

have for so long vexed, annoyed mul

8t. Louis Republican:—* If all the
to one codfish, aud rll the embezzlers
that embezgler were to eat that eodfishy

by
making 850 much war as might e rep |

the beginning of the end of railroad
It is in
this that no mistake whatever has been

break up its authracite coal combina
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€7th Semi-Annual Statement,
July, 1888.

Nearly Four MUlllon Dollars Invisted ton Unlied
Stales Government Booda.

Losses Paid—0Over Thirty-Six Million Doliurs.
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